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Washington, [.C, 20004
Re:  Sicphen Howard Oken
Gentlemen:

A death warrant was signed on April 26, 2004 by a Judge of the Circuit Count
for Baltimore County, designating the period for the execution of Steven Oken to
extend from June 14 through June 18, 2004. Through this moment, insofar a5 this
office is aware, the Maryland and federal judiciaries have no longer stayed the proposed
cxecution.

As you will recall, my perceived duty as Governor caused me to institute g
deliberative process for the consideration of the sentence of death upon Steven Oken,
similar 1o my continuing initiative for my objective individual consideration of all
requests for “pardons and reprieves™ that are brought before me, The process here
included, among other endeavors: (1) my original invitation 16 you and other counsel
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briefings from my legnl counsel; (3) analysis through my legal counsel of your Petition
for Commutation of May 19, 2004; (4) a briefing on the protocol; (5) monitoring and
review of the final court procesdings over the last few weeks; (6) as thoughtful
decision-making as [ am able t0 summon in this so tragie matter,







